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The role of an action researcher who collaborates
with people engaged in providing community support for people with
severe intellectual disabilities

Katsunori Furui
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Abstract

This study aims to discuss the role of the researcher in activities such as my action research
in support of people with severe intellectual disabilities. Further, this study aims to examine the
researcher’ s methodology and involvement in action research that is being conducted to support
disabled people in community homes.

A qualitative analysis of field notes revealed the following. The role that I conducted as
action researcher involved three kinds of responsibilities: converting practical knowledge into
representative knowledge, involvement as a part of progress management, and involvement as a
part-time support.

It can be concluded that the important role of an action researcher who collaborates with people
engaged in providing community support involves an element of “action engagement”’, it also
requires the researcher to make sense of monitoring and evaluation conducted by support staff in

the support process and to make the semiformal atmosphere.

Key words: action research, people with severe intellectual disabilities, practical knowledge,

action engagement, sense making



