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Leisure-time centers in Sweden

—Implications for the “After-school plan for children” in Japan—

Chise IzumiOd
Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

O In this study, I offer some suggestions for the “After-School Plan for Children” in Japan on the basis of
the analysis of the development of Leisure-time Centers in Sweden. This plan was initiated in 2007, as a
joint project of the “After-School Class” program under the administration of the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and the “After-School Club” program under the administration
of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. However, this project functions inadequately in municipal
governments or teaching communities. The project does not incorporate the multiple needs of children
from various family backgrounds. Moreover, the two administrations do not collaborate efficiently. The
early childhood education system in Sweden, the highest level of quality according to the OECD,

provides the project with useful suggestions.

Key words: leisure-time centers, after-school programs, Sweden
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