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A study concerning epistemological and ethical issues in the
British postmodern social work theories

Akiko Kojima

Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

O This article examines the epistemological and ethical aspects of the postmodern social work theories,
which are mainly extracted from the treatises of David Howe and itsO critics. The characteristics of
postmodern social work can be highlighted mainly from six perspectives. These are as follows:
uncertainty about whether universal standards of truth would exist, the concepts of language that
constitute our reality, relativism, no privileged perspectives in social work theories and ‘subjectivation’, a
shift from ‘depth explanations’ to ‘surface performance’, and emphasis of self-determination.

0 With regard to the epistemological aspect of postmodern social work theories, the concept of
‘universality’, to which postmodern social work attaches importance, is ambiguous. With regard to the
ethical aspect of these theories, one can say that they easily merge into relativism and are easily

influenced by neo-liberalism.

Keywords: social work, postmodernism, power, truth, neo- liberalism
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