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The development of consumer/survivor-run business initiatives
informed by the principle of mutual help:
Alternative Businesses in Ontario, Canada

Hiroyuki Matsuda

Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

0 This essay delineates the outline of mental health consumer/survivor initiatives in Ontario, Canada and
discusses how the principle of mutual help functions in consumer/survivor-run business initiatives called
Alternative Businesses. The political relationship between an Alternative Businesses organization and a

professional agency is examined by illustrating the two cases of Alternative Business organizations.

Key words: self-help group, Alternative Business, Canada
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