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Comparison on Freshman Seminars in Research Universities and Educational Universities
in Japan
GUAN Bin
(International Cultural Exchange School, Shanghai University of Finance and

Economics, Shanghai, 200083)

Abstract: Freshman Seminars are the most important component of the freshman
education in Japanese universities and help the freshmen transfer successfully from
secondary learning to tertiary learning in both research universities and educational
universities. Due to different educational goals and objectives as well as freshmen's diverse
learning foundation, freshman seminars in research universities and educational universities
have different focus on instructional objectives, subject matters, teaching approaches,
activities organization, etc. Research universities pay more attention to the realization of
freshmen's transfer of academic learning, while educational universities pay their attention
to the realization of freshmen's transfer of learning adaptability.

Key words: Japanese freshman seminars, transfer of learning, research universities,

educational universities
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