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Nation-State Organizations and the

Problems of Ethnic Minorities

Toshio Terajima

The framework of the nation-state is frequently challenged by ethnic
minorities who were deprived of their own language and culture in
the process of nation building and who were forcibly assimilated into
the culture of the ethnic majority. Even in the older Western nation-
states, which were originally built upon the principle of “homogeneity
of population and rootedness in the soil,” there have been numerous
separatist movements over the past 30 years that seek some form of ethnic
or regional autonomy. In France the national cultute itself has been
influenced by the growth of regional movements and the influx of
foreign immigrants, as well as by the demand to introduce local
languages into the public schools. In Canada the federal government
has introduced a policy of bilingalism and multiculturalism in order to
cope with the separatist movement of the province of Quebec. While
separatist movements and demands for greater regional autonomy have
grown in recent decades, at the same time one can discern in such
developments as the integration plan for the EC, movement in another
direction— i. e. in the direction of some form of transnational
organization. Although most of the advanced industrialized nations
have adopted policies to protect the ethnic minorities within their
borders, in Japan the government has sought to forge a single,
ethnically homogeneous society, through a policy that strongly encou-
rages assimilation. One result of this policy has been that the Ainu,
who live in the northern island of Hokkaido, have been assimilated
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to such a degree that their language is on the point of vanishing.

And Korean permanent residents in Japan, most of whom are the
offspring of Korean workers forcibly brought to Japan during World
War II period, are the subject of both legal and social discrimination.



