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Contemporary Political Theory and the Open Mind (2)

Toshio Terajima

The second part of this article focuses on the scientific metho-
dology and political theory of Karl R.Popper. Science, according
to Popper, advances through the application of critical reason to
existing theories. Existing theories are critically examined in order
to discover their weak spots which can then be remedied. Popper
applies this same conception of how science advances to political
theory and vindicates thereby the concept of an open society in
which vigorous criticism and debate are actively encouraged.
Popper’s idea of open-mindedness is compared to Eric Voegelin’s
idea of the open soul, which, in its silent attunement to the
stirrings of a transmundane God, is led up to the idea of a
universal humanity. The article concludes that both Popper and
Voegelin provide us with a theoretical basis to combat the closed
society, that is, one dominated by magical taboos and sustained

by the divinization of nation and ideology.



