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Present Preoccupation with Production
Ryoichi Sato

In this paper we analyse the nature of our industrial society, es-
pecially the preoccupation with production and productivity. First, we
discuss econo-sociologically the meaning of some assumptions of ration-
ality concerning consumer and producer behavior, though there are pre-
liminary assumptions for a general equilibrium system. Secondly we
examine consummatory behavior and instrumental behavior and we con-
clude they are closely related with each other for the increased concern
for production Lastly we examine Baudrillard’s theory of consumption
with social hierarchy and we point out the importance of an atomospher
created from the arrangement and coordination of consumer goods which

makes productive behavior more instrumental.



