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Public Concern and Political Action:
With Reference to Hannah Arendt’s

Reflections on Willing
Toshio Terajima

In Willing, the second Volume of The Life of the Mind, Hannah
Arendt describes the Will as the mental organ of spontaneity and
as the faculty of beginning something new. In this respect the
Will is the inner faculty of political action. Although she claims
that action must be free from motives and goals, I believe that
action and its inner motives are inseparable.

In her political writings, she excludes private interests from the
public realm. From this point of view I considered the relation
between public concern and political action. And I stressed that
political actors should be liberated from their own private interests
and be concerned with public matters. What we are now con-
fronted is interest-politics, therefore, her conception of action must

be reconsidered in relation to the public spirit.



