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Abstract

The objective of this study was analyzed in a qualitative inductive to elucidate changes in the
awareness of nurses who have experienced hospital mergers with respect to those mergers, and
the nursing management support provided at that time. The subjects were nine nurses
employed at hospitals that had undergone mergers., The categories isolated prior in the
awareness of nurses to the merger were “surfacing of financial problems,” “impressions of the
new hospital,” and “changes in treatment”; after the merger were “flexible, proactive acceptance
of patients,” “confusion about nursing dutics,” “realizing differences in treatment,” “tensions with
respect to the new hospital™, and one year after the merger were “patients are returning,”
“having a financial perspective,” and “realizing changes in feelings.” “Things that did not change
after the merger” were also elucidated. During this period, the following types of nursing
management support were offered: “clear policies,” “immediate decision-making,” “backing for
development,” “efforts to enable exclusive attention to nursing duties,” and “stimulation from
different professions.” These results suggest that, although the subjects were aware of changes
in treatment and confusion about nursing duties, nursing management support enabled them to
shift to a forward-looking outlook.
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