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Attitudes of nurses caring for suicide attempters
in critical care and emergency centers -
a qualitative study of factors and tendencies
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Abstract

BACKGROUND : Suicide is a serious social problem in Japan. In suicide prevention, it is important
that suicide attempters are adequately mentally supported in critical care and emergency centers.
OBJECTIVE . The purpose of this study was to examine factors and tendencies in the attitudes of
nurses caring for suicide attempters in critical care and emergency centers. METHODS : Thirteen
critical care and emergency centers were extracted at random. Four facilities agreed to participate in
this study, and 157 nurses who worked there were the subjects of this study. The instrument consist-
ed of open-ended questions about what kinds of attitude (feeling, cognitive and action tendency)
they have formed toward suicide attempters. It was mailed, and 106 responses were received. The
response rate was 67.5%. The recording unit was defined as a simple sentence, and the context unit
was defined as all descriptions within each of the individuals. Three hundred and seventy-five record-
ing units and 88 context units were gained, and analyzed by referring to the content analysis advocat-
ed by Berelson. RESULTS : Eighty-one codes, 23 subcategories and 5 categories were derived. As for
factors of attitude, 5 categories were “full understanding of the patient and the people around the
patient” (132 recording units), “uneasy to accept the patient” (79 recording units), “professional care”
(78 recording units), “presence of the patient’s support” (48 recording units) and “limits to mental
caring for the patient” (38 recording units). As for tendencies of attitude, 51 nurses (58.0%) formed
an ambivalent attitude, 33 nurses (37.5%) a feeling of closeness, and 4 nurses (4.5%) avoidance. DIS-
CUSSION : It was suggested that psychological support for nurses is necessary, because a majority of
nurses had a conflict over caring for suicide attempters and because such conflict makes the nurses
more nervous.
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72012, [BHEIZOVTORERINE] 217w, [
BoK] # LE) Ed5BEZERT S, A
RBEBEOBEMRL XUBELICEFEL, BEIB

7

EOHGOEPNTWBIRRZHRLTL B L,
KA 72 B RE A~ O BAREY 22 5h 6 o L ZEVE 25 b
T4 (K, FHH, 200600 2D X9 2R T TIHA
HREALER-TEEZONLOT, BHEORE
AP DHT2DIITFHENT ORI 2 e s 2E &
bho Tz, HEMIBEZD [HE DM~DOILE]
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(3B E O] &, BRERERF L RER L
O N Rt S WBRE L OBRMEZIES D LT
BEEMOBEE & vz, LERHARED128% (48
FERHAL) 2 HO Tz, FH#ME, BE LR
BEBOZEOLEN] 2% 25, HE~DE W]
K Loob, BHEOFMIC [AREZF CEE
D] BV hrEERT 5. BHEOHBKREIC
XoT, RBERIKEL 20O ZRT, 121F
LDHEEESE T X256 THY, ERAR, &
Ry - BN ERORZ, BKEE~NORE, %
EVSERIETH D b 120F, LB HHE
REVWHEETHY, BENOLE, BHLoMb
D OIET, HERICHT IR I E Vo 2 BT
HAH (G i, 1995a) . NS DORUGIE, FKKL
WOBEDGELZANWICHEUTITTLEERDbRS,
BEOHARZ T 572012, BEZEDTS
L) BRENERIER HE R N Z D DB %
TEXARAY MNTAHILREETH D, EfF (2006)
X, BEOGEBROEW ANDIEREO Z AT, Y
WEEE, KRR, EPOANA L O ORETH S
EIRART W5, Filifii, FFICHBOANL & O
DONFEIZBWT, BELRERHEOANDE DM
e fET L) BELRBREZH-TWD EE
Zbib,

FLERHA R D21.1% (T9RLERILLL) L5 AT T
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bH)ETERVWEEMOEE L W2 D, ikl
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HIZLXE] 2RI HY, [Bik] wREE
LT 5, s (2006) X, 1FEMICHEZ
Mo Tty sy — 1t shzBEgof4
EHNCHBRBOBAEN D 5722 L2 ME LTV 5D,
HBARZBEE IHGHEAL Y ¥ —TOHRBIEND
HUREMEASE K, BEMASHMEICEEL 2REO
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AWIFETH S0 & 7o 728 DO IRIRIE, Lewin® 4y
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RIS LE L SN D (I, 2002), 29
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M REE OEI413375% (33CMRHAL) TH o
oo Aty sy —L v BHELLFHAROH
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BT 52 i, BHTERZVWORrL LN,
L2L, EATWiE<id, BEMOBERMEBE DG
HOHABZEZ FHTHBEELRVHELZEDREN
Tw5b, Pallikkathayil and McBride (1986) I,



Bz a7z BB IR LT, midE s K%
L7 E, BEPHSOBEIZOWTHL
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A, LB EEENA LN Z L IFBHETE v,
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J% (psychache) 22 HH[ &I XN DL EHRRTW5S,
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Wokg, JRE, fEE, AU, i, &R0 REITHE9
WMATH L, HEHGHAL Yy It INI5
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ZORFHOL L 2 AL TS (WS, 2008) &
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5 E MO R ZEEE TR 5 BB,
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W SN D05, WEhICE X, FHHER O 8 RE
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LEZbN5,
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Alston and Robinson (1992) 2%f&##4 L 7-[HE %
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2) WRDORHKR L StE0HE

AW TiX, MIERRBOELAEZRIFL,
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F 72, MR ERLM A RER DA
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