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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe as follows: 1) the nature of work environment that nurse educators
who have dual roles of teaching and clinical practice, 2) their effort for professional development, 3) get
suggestions to help the professional development of nurse educators.

Fourteen subjects working as educator and clinician at 4 university hospitals in mainland China participated in
the interview study.

Ten categories were extracted from the analysis: educational background as it relates to professional
development, satisfaction is hard to be provided as nurse in clinical, inappropriate- preparation for nurse
educators, pride as a nurse educator, recognition of insufficiency in teaching, trial and error in everyday
teaching, perplexity due to the lack of support for teaching, individual effort for professional development,
perplexity due to the lack of support for professional development, a wish for maturity as an educator.

The results suggest that nurses who have dual roles of educator and clinician working at university hospitals
in China require organizational support for their professional development such as their own educational
preparation, administrative support, and continuing education system.
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