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An Essay: To Teach English for Oral Communication

Tamaki Horie

Though the students of O.P.U. have studied English considerably hard, most of them think they cannot
speak English, and they are afraid of trying to. In my English classes, I force them to speak English. [ do
not use so-called conversational textbooks, but I teach English for oral communication. In this essay the
further method will be introduced for this purpose.

In order to encourage my students to speak English, I myself try to use simple easy words and
expressions. Then, the students can recognize that with such words you can express yourself. Sometimes I
ask them the meaning of a certain word in the textbook, which they try to explain with easy simple English.
In this way, they can learn how to use English even without dictionaries.

Of course, dictionaries are necessary for the study but if you depend upon them too much in the practical
situations, the communication may be spoiled. Rather you can ask the meaning or the suitable word to your
conversational partner in English. Also, some students make answers in Japanese, translate them into
English in their head, and then begin to speak. Instead, I tell them to pick up the simple easy English words
at hand, and construct them to express themselves. If the Nobel Prize winner, Mr. Koichi Tanaka had
known this way, he could have said the simple and clear phrase, “I want to have a quiet life,” but instead
through the translation by another he used the phrase, “leave me alone.”

When the students gain confidence in their communication skill, they will not hesitate to speak English
in a loud clear voice, which is often more important than “good pronunciation.” As for the facial
expression and body language, students shall learn from an English animation film. The students are
surprised to know that even from such an entertainment, through seeking, they can get useful hints for

communication. Their positive attitude is always highly valued in my class.

—106—



