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Teaching English to Elementary School Students in Taiwan: Its

Implementation and Problems

Shuchun Inagaki

In this paper, I discuss how English language teaching has been introduced to the elementary school in
Taiwan and identify some problems with it. Taiwan is a multilingual nation with Mandarin Chinese
being the official language and Taiwanese the most widely spoken local dialect. In contrast, English is
rarely used in daily lives and, until quite recently, it was taught as a foreign language from junior high
school. However, given the increasing importance of English as an international language, English
language teaching has gradually been introduced to elementary schools since 1993. English became an
official school subject for the fifth- and sixth-graders across the nation in 2001, and by 2004 English is
taught from the first year at over half of Taiwan’s elementary schools. During this period some
difficulties have been experienced in developing appropriate teaching materials and, in particular,
finding professionally-qualified teachers. I argue that too much attention has been drawn to lowering
the starting age for learning English without due emphasis on improving the quality of English

teaching itself.
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