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Ono Tozaburo and his “Garden city”

MAEGAWA, Masayuki

During the last period of Second World War, Tozaburo Ono,anarchist - poet, wrote poems and
essays on the landscape of industrial zone spreading over the bay area in his hometown, Osaka. He
imbued them with a critic and antithesis of garden-city program, harmonious reconciliation of rural
sanity and urban vitality promoted by the social reformers at that time.

But curiously, in the same essay, he appreciated the government decision of the scatteration and
decentralization of industry, whose philosophy was based upon the regionalism developed from the idea
of garden city project. This contradictory attitude of our poet could be explained by his political tendency
of anarchism who had a double requirement of dissolution of centralized government and the subversive
power to demolish the status quo. Our poet was fascinated by the impersonal and supreme power of the
government and he aesthetized his political position by the scheme of the aesthetics of sublime.

Following the development of his thought, we could recognize an schmittian decisionism
prevailing among the anarchists at that age.



