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Keigo Higashino and Osaka

Tamaki Horie

As an Osakaite, Keigo Higashino uses the Osaka dialect (“Osaka-ben™) quite effectively in his
works. Sometimes by using only a few words of Osaka-ben he creates a comical atmosphere. Reading
the essays on his childhood and his days at Osaka Prefecture University, we laugh at descriptions in
Osaka-ben of all his stupid behaviour. If these were written in standard Japanese, they would simply
not be that funny. One case in point is the usage of “aho” which is special in Osaka. In standard
Japanese it means “fool” only, but in Osaka-ben it can show the speaker’s affection or the sympathy for
the person they are describing.

Higashino , however, decided to make his characters speak standard Japanese as a rule, because he
no doubt wanted to appeal to the wider audience in Japan. Certainly it is risky to use Osaka-ben or
any other dialect, for only people who are familiar with these languages can fully understand and enjoy
these works. Also, Higashino, after being awarded the Edogawa Rampo Prize, settled in Tokyo so that
he can know and use Tokyo for the scenes where people usually speak standard Japanese. It is very
natural for Japanese writers to live in Tokyo, for it is said that more than 90% of publishers including all
of major ones are in Tokyo, and most of mass media are centered there.

Also as a mystery novelist, Higashino was worried about the fact that Osaka-ben tends to make the
writing more comical. Unless he intends to write “manga” type mysteries such as the series of Narniwa
Shonen-tanteidan (Naniwa Boy Detectives), he needs to be careful in his use of Osaka-ben in serious
mysteries 5o as not to undermine their tone.

In Byakuya-ko (the White Night Journey), the heroine Yukiho, in spite of being an Osakaite ,
considers Osaka-ben dirty and indecent and speaks standard Japanese. Of course, elegant and decent
Osaka-ben exists among upper classes of Osaka, to which Yukiho does not belong, and she has only
ever heard dirty Osaka-ben during her childhood. She always aspires to be an elegant {ady, so she learns
clegant standard Japanese and lady-like manners.

In Genya (the Night of Hlusion), the heroine Mifuyu cleverly uses Osaka-ben and standard
Japanese according to the situation and her purpese. To Masaya, her shadow partner from the Kansai
area, she uses Osaka-ben and always succeeds in persuading him to carry out her evil plans.
Surprisingly with the power of Osaka-ben, Mifuyu can make Masaya believe that she loves him without
the word of “love” a single time. In one sense, Mifuyu's Osaka-ben is the soft and gentle devil's
language so that Masaya is easily tempted. There is no laughter but devilish one unlike in other Osaka-

ben novels. Thus, Higashino proves the power of Osaka-ben in the mystery stories.




