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Illegal Accumulation in Northern Border of Late Ming

— Zhang Guowei’s Case

Toshiro SAKURALI

Tllegal accumulation among soldiers was rampant at some forts of northern border, from the 5"
to the 7" year of the Chongzhen 2% period of late Ming, They used to go outside the border and cut
pines and oaks, sold them, and embezzled the gains. Their activities were camouflaged as routine patrols
which took place every five or ten days.

Their illegal sidelines were exposed at last, in the 7" year of the Chongzhen period. And after
about a year of investigation, the report on this case was brought forward to the Beijing court. Not only
cutting and selling wood, they had many other means of embezzlement. For example, they were
concerned in smuggling, squeeze silver from forts under command, run gambling hall, steal livestock
which Jurchen ZZE had left after retreat, grab firewood and bark, etc. Number of offenders amounted to
over 30, and their act  stretched over a period of three years. Main members of the ring, such as Zhang
Guowei 5E[E L, Sha Guosan ¥ were sentenced to death - Li Tianliang Z2 K 5¢ were already dead
at that time.




