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Keigo Higashino and Edgar Allan Poe

Tamaki Horie

Keigo Higashino, who graduated from Osaka Prefecture University, is one of the most popular
mystery novelists in contemporary Japan. Though he is the winner of the Edogawa Rampo Prize, we
-can find some Poesque elements rather than Rampo's influence in Higashino's works. Surely the title of
Naniwa Shonen-tanteidan (Naniwa Boy Detectives) reminds us of the series of Shonen-tanteidan by
Rampo, but Rampo took the idea from the Baker Street Irregulars of Sherlock Holmes series, and the
Holmes—Watson relationship came from Dupin and "I" in Poe's mysteries.

Higashino's strong interest in Poe can be found in Gakusei-gai no Satsujin (the Murders in the
Student Street), for "Morgue-gai no Satsujin" is the Japanese title for Poe's well known mystery of "the
Murders in the Rue Morgue." In the Gakusei-gai, the drinking place named "Morgue" is a sort of
center for the people of the street. This grotesque name is predictable for some grotesque cases. In
other works Higashino also refers to Poe's "Rue Morgue" and in Byakuya-ko (the White Night Journey),
like an orangutan in "Rue Morgue," a small boy went into the closed place for the murder.

Poe's "William Wilson" is a classical short story about "double," or doppelginger. Though Poe's
"double" is mysterious and supernatural, Higashino finds some scientific reasons for the phenomena :
Twins in Shukumei (Destiny), clones in Bunshin (Doppelginger),or the mechanism of the brain which
makes "double" roles for a single person in "Tsugunai" (Compensation) or in Henshin (Transformation),

As Poe married 13 year old Virginia, the image of Lolita complex or loving young girls is always
with him. In Higashino's mysteries such as Akai-yubi ( the Red Finger), Boku-ga-Shinda-Ie (the
House Where 1 Died) and Byakuya-ko, the sexual abuses of young girls cause murders. Himitsu (the
Secret) is not the child abuse story, but some Lolita complex implication can be seen.

Also Boku-ga-Shinda-le implies the image of premature burial which is the most Poesque theme.
Genya (the Night of Illusion), which is the part 2 of Byakuya-ko, offers the scenes of Hanshin-Awaji
carthquake, when a lot of "premature burials" happened under the broken houses.

The femme fatale type heroine of Byakuya-ko is called "a bad flower," and such is the nature of the
heroine of Genya. The words "bad flower," in an aesthetic sense, may remind us of les Fleurs du Mal,
the famous poetry by Baudelaire who also translated Poe's prose works into French. As the
aestheticism is the core of Byakuya-ko and Genya, these works are not only mystery novels but also
gorgeous femme fatale success stoties.

After about 150 years from Poe's death, Higashino's works show that the ancestor of mystery

novelists still gives influence over his children.



