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Curricula and Educational System:
The Social Implication of ‘YUTORI KYOIKU’

YASUDA Takashi

The aim of this paper is to investigate the social implication of “YUTORI KYOIKU’, or
cram-free education, which was regarded as one of the principles in Japan's educational policy
from 1970s, with reference to the latest version of the educational system theory constructed by
Niklas Luhmann and Jochen Kade. Luhmann had once regarded the ‘child’ to be the medium of
the educational system, but he late in life, taking the spread of adult and continuing education in
recent years into consideration, left this view and replaced that medium by the ‘life course’.
According to this idea, educational system is the social system whose communication medium
is ‘life course’ and whose communication form is ‘knowledge’, that is, the system of
communication concerning what knowledge works promotive for the formation of what kind of
life course. ‘Life course’ medium is reproduced in the form of ‘knowledge’ within educational
system, molding the life course of each individual via his acquisition of knowledge, which is
reflected in educational system again, so that it contributes to mutual reproduction of
educational and psychic systems. Based on this theoretical perspective, Kade diagnoses the
recent state of affairs in education, such as the spread of adult and continuing education and
increasing learning opportunities outside of schools, as the decentralization and universalization
of educational system. It is considered to be the inflation of educational medium as the usual
state of functionally differentiated modern society.

From this point of view, ‘YUTORI KYOIKU?’ that reduces the hours and the contents of
curriculum implies narrowing the range of what can be regarded as ‘educational’, hence the
deflation of educational medium in Japan. There are some other phenomena which indicate the
deflation from 1970s to early 1990s. First, college enrollment rate was stagnant or slightly
lowered. It is certain that this stagnation was directly caused by a little rise of 18 years-old
population and the restraining policy of MESC for college establishment, but college
application rate and the enrollment rate of whole higher education including specialized training
colleges were also in stagnation, therefore this coincident decline of these indicators can be
interpreted as the fall of trust in education. Second, educational expenses ratio accounting for
whole consumption expenditure was increased in this period. This means that gratis education
such as public schools got less reliance and was regarded as less ‘educational’ than before, and
so this can also be considered as the symptom of deflation.

16



