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How to Teach Tea Flowers in Japanese Tea Ceremony
—In Relation to Episodes or History of Tea Ceremony —

Gu Chunfang, Gu Wen

This paper is about the teaching methods of displaying flowers in a tearoom. How can
“the sprit of tea flowers” be taught to our pupils? I try to answer this question by using many
episodic and historic examples of tea ceremony initiation.

I focus on the features of two teaching methods and their practical effects. It is very
difficult to teach “the sprit of tea flowers” and “the sprit of chanoyu” through formal theories
and formal manners. So I think that the methods of teaching the history of tea ceremony
through the episodic and historic examples are very important and also effective.
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