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A Brief Biography of Tan Lun (§%4#%)

SAKURALI Toshiro

The trend of a seizure of political power by the Senior Grand Secretary (& #§), was markedly
observed from the latter half of the Jiaging (33%) period through the early years of the Wangli (% &)
period. Tan Lun was the person who gave full play to his ability as an expert on military affairs those
days. He edited “Jun-zheng tiao-li (B BU{%&H1)” to make the details of military administration generally
informed, which is now an important document for us to study on military affairs of middle Ming era.

He spent most of his early days of his bureaucratic career in Nanjing (R 3%) and Zhejiang (#VL),
where raids by Japanese pirates (&%) were so fierce those days. He achieved distinguished military
exploits at the defense war, and also trained soldiers very well, working together with General Qi
Ji-guang (BHEJE). He always was in cooperative relation with General Qi, since then.

He returned to his hometown and went into three years’ mourning for his father, but was soon
called back by the Court. He was appointed to Grand Coordinator of Fujian (f&E ) , to put down
Japanese pirate raids there, cooperating with Qi Ji-guang again. He also made efforts to build up maritime
defence system of the coastline.

During the Longqing (F&B#) period, after he completed the mourning for his father, he carried out
his duty to defend against Altan’s raid, and trained soldiers, as a Supreme Commander of Jiliao (& ZE#2E).
This duty was done, once again, with Qi Ji-guang.

He once had made a proposal on monetary policy. He argued to mint more coin at the Mint
Bureau, and force to use certain percentage of them in dealings; then, circulation of currency will
improve, and can stop deflation.

As a member of the faction of the then Senior Grand Secretary Zhang Ju-zheng (7&f& 1E), he was
appointed to the Minister of War ({3 ¥ #) from the beginning of the Wang-li period. That was why he
sometimes came into trouble with Speaking and Remonstrance Officials (S # E).



