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I just saw this article (pasted below) that confirms my perception. The passport holding rate
among Japan youth dropped from 10% to 5%. (The US number is 35%.) This is a not good
reversal from the previous generation that was very well traveled.

(AR N TR )
Unexpected departure

Overseas travel holds little appeal for many young Japanese. Why? Safety concerns and the
language barrier are the main reasons. Only 5 per cent of Japanese in their twenties had a
passport in 2015 — a decline from 9.5 per cent in the mid-1990s — according to the Japan
Tourism Agency’s most recent data. Narita International Airport Corporation and the Japan
Association of Travel Agents (JATA) are worried enough to act: starting Friday and running
through mid-January, they are giving away ¥10,000 (€85) to each of the first 500 people aged
18 to 22 who are looking to obtain or renew a passport. The money is nearly enough to cover
passport application fees but there is a catch: recipients have to book a domestic or overseas
flight that passes through Tokyo’s Narita Airport and buy their tickets from JATA-member

travel agencies.
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Drug the screen to view all visitors from Cambodia.

Under the support of Sakura Science Pln, RUPP members
have arrived OPU and will stay here for seven days. I have

their courtesy visit. We are very happy if RUPP people learn

something from OPU and OPU people learn something from
RUPP. This is collaboration. Best collaboration is never in the past but in the future. Phal Des
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We are very happy that we can send our students i

to Cambodia as exchange students. I hope they
learn a lot from each other. We are looking forward a/(1

to another photo on RUPP-OPU collaboration and 1 !
excursion. My favorite words; Best collaboration is .

never in the past but in the future.
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I attended the second Nagamori Awards Ceremony in Kyoto.
One of OPU associate professor, Dr. Inoue, received research
support from their fund.
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Inviting two universities in Taiwan, OPU chemistry
members organizes the third joint symposium of NTUT,
NTNU and OPU. I am glad to have chance for welcome
speech at the beginning of symposium.
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We have two faculty members and three undergraduates
from Dalat university, Vletnam who are supported by JST

Sakura science project. Welcome to Osaka and Osaka

Prefecture University. Have a nice stay!!
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9 4 7H "Combining" VS "Adjusting by comparing" (flAa&bH L3 0 E5HE)

To manufacture products, the task on combination is common and well-known. However, one
component is not always combined by other component when new requirement appears. At
that time, Japanese has special skill called "adjusting by comparing" in order to solve this kind
of problem. I hope international students of OPU learn this skill in their research while they
are in OPU.
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Who are your influencers? Who are your influencees? Answering these questions may cause
your new actions!
NB: Influencer = somebody who has positively changed the way you think
Influencee = somebody who you changed their way of thinking
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I gave an address in English at Autumn Entrance
Ceremony on Sept. 26th.
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Let us replace this problem for your research life. Do you have special GPS which identifies

your current position in your research domain? What do you know about your research field
now? Where are you now? Do you have any clear goal for your research? Is your goal
time-invariant? Are there sub-goals for your big goal?

Some of you may have and others may not have. I think both are fine. If you are sure about
your current and goal positions, please follow your path under the supervision by OPU faculty
members. Our faculty will suggest shorter path and more efficient path for your degrees. They
may suggest another goal for you. If you do not have, please clarify your current position first

with your supervisor. Your supervisors will also give you hint for finding your research goal.
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They will check if you are on the wrong path or longer path while you are in OPU. Do not stop
effort towards your goal.
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9 H 30 H Ig Nobel Prize on Ama-No-Hashidate

PERCEPTION PRIZE [JAPAN] — A. Higashiyama and K.
Adachi, for investigating whether things look different when

you bend over and view them between your legs.
REF: "Perceived size and Perceived Distance of Targets Viewed From Between the Legs:

Evidence for Proprioceptive Theory," Vision Research, vol. 46, no. 23, Nov. 2006, pp. 3961-76.
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I have a courtesy visit by Kasetsart University and Kan Tho

University. Five students come from Bangkok and five
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students come from south of Ho-Chi-Minh city as exchange
students of a Sakura Science project. After I introduced OPU
briefly, I showed the photo of Amano-Hashidate with my
reason why I love it.
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How many sweet potatoes are there? From one side, it seems
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to be one. From another side, it seems to be two or three. What
does this tell us? We should observe something from a variety
of sides.
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John who received Ph.D in this March and is now working in Paris kindly dropped by my office
while he was joining an international conference held in Kobe.
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I have courtesy visit by exchange researchers and students
who come from Ho Chi Minh City university as Sakura
Science project members.
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I have a courtesy visit by delegates of Fuzhou University.
They came to OPU as guests of Sakura Science Project.
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The president of National University of TAINAN
% From P2P to G2G with BB K= kindly dropped by us on his business trip with his

* | met Professor of NUTN in ~

N France in 2006 first U -—1“ : colleagues.
+ Another Professor and his g - .

el dmpnadt by NDTK 5 There is a story on collaboration between NUTN

i -CISEOO0T X
o daiabresagchi o sotivars: Hai and OPU.It can be a reference model which

" | was accepted in 2008, — . . . .
* We have organized conference &E suggests incubation for research collaboration. First
and workshop since 2011. |

e We exchanged four students from I met Professor Lee of NUTN in France ten years
E} TWito JP and four students from  memm—

JP to TW. " ago. I felt I found an egg of collaboration. Next year,
> We published journal papers and =&
1215 o conference papers together. —

in 2007, Aoki-sensei and our students dropped by
NUTN on the way of their conference trip.

Including Prof. Lee as a member of project, our proposal was accepted in 2008. At that time I
felt our collaboration broke a big egg shell.

Since 2011, we have organized some international conferences. We have also exchanges
students. This is bi-directional exchange. The students would like to visit another university
like birds.

Because of my university duty, I can take few time for this collaboration but Prof. Saga and
his students are still working hard with NUTN. I wish his proposal for Sakura Science would

be accepted soon. Once it is accepted, about ten NUTN students could come OPU in next

February.
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Thank you for organizing the second soft valley ball contest.
It was held on Nov. 22nd. I joined in this event as a member &

of international office. As a rule, each team should include at

least one international student and one female member.

When I was a high school student, I was a member of valley

ball club. So I can imagine how I should play but could not.
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In order to introduce the France-Japan Innovation Forum at GFO, the representatives came to
my office from the French Embassy in Tokyo.

In the forum, there will be representatives and booths from
big French companies established in Japan, like Veolia,
Dassault, Michelin, Gas Liquide, Orange. Especially for
French students in OPU, these are great opportunities

looking for a job or an internship. Also, the French Tech pitch

event of 12/7am may be very good for students and professors

interested in start-ups, innovations and these things.
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Using Sakai-city invitation program for ASEAN
students, two NUS (National university of Singapore)
have arrived OPU. They stay in Sakai from Dec. 5 to
Dec.18. Prof. Fujii and Prof. Yokoyama are their

advisers.
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