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Ladies and gentlemen! Welcome to Osaka and Osaka
Prefecture University.
This is the first time of the ceremony which invites not only

regular students but also exchange students from our

partner universities. I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to all of you. We are very happy to have your
entering our university. On behalf of OPU, I will introduce

our university briefly and then give you a welcome message.

We have three campuses (Nakamozu campus, Habikino

campus and Rinku campus) and one downtown satellite office called “I-site Namba”. Near
Nakamozu and Habikino campus, there are lots of giant ancient tombs which region is
nominated as a candidate for UNESCO world heritage by the Japanese government. Having
the tradition of the creative and innovative ideas, the people in this local area have always
been pioneers in both technology and culture. Now you are the members of this region.

Our university has a starting base on the training school for veterinary sciences which was
founded in 1883. Yes, we have the 135th-anniversary ceremony on November 4th at Shirasagi
festival in Nakamozu campus. After World War 1I, the former OPU was established by local
government. Since then, the number of students has increased and increased. Integrating
three public universities in Osaka (former Osaka Prefecture University, Osaka Women's
University and Osaka Prefectural College of Nursing) in 2005, we initiated new OPU as a
public university corporation. We will be even larger next year by integrating another public
university corporation.

We have now four colleges with thirteen schools for about 6,000 undergraduate students. We

have also seven graduate schools for about 1,500 students for master degree and about 500



students for a doctoral degree. We also accept about 300 international students every year.
Now we are very happy to have you all as members of the OPU world.

As a memorable welcome message, I encourage you to have a variety of tools for solving
problems as knowledge. How many tools do you have for solving problems now? This is my first
question.

Suppose that you are a carpenter and you have only a hammer. You are always looking for and
hitting nails by your hammer. Do you think it is possible for such a person to build a house? It
is impossible.

If the carpenter has a variety of tools such as a saw and nippers, he can choose a right one for
each task. That is why we should learn, develop and create a variety of knowledge even if some
of your learning seems to be too theoretic to be applied to real problems at first.

I have another question. I am sure that all of you know Mt. Fuji. Yes, it is the highest mountain
in Japan. Why is Mt. Fuji so beautiful? When we go to Tokyo from Osaka, we have a chance to
see Mt. Fuji from airplane and also from Shinkansen train. Most of the passengers are
fascinated by Mt. Fuji. Old men, young mothers, athletes, handicapped persons, children and
tourists from foreign countries love Mt. Fuji.

Again, why is Mt. Fuji so attractive for us? The answer is just simple. One of the reasons is that
Met. Fuji has beautiful a wide like skirt spreading all directions. From this analogy, if you have
a wide range of knowledge, you can increase your problem-solving ability and you will be more
smart and beautiful. Can you agree?

Well, I would appreciate it if you would remember my message today when you see hammers or
Mt. Fuji. OPU offers a variety of programs including international collaboration and
entrepreneurship. So please enjoy your campus life.

Additionally, I would like to invite you to next spring entrance ceremony held in downtown.
This is a big ceremony where many guests are invited. There are more than three thousand
participants. Invitation announcement will notify you next year. We welcome your parents and
friends for this ceremony. Please do not hesitate to participate in it.

Thank you for your kind attention. Once again, congratulations on your entrance.

September 28, 2018

Hiroshi TSUJI, president of OPU
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Finally but most important is to collaborate scientific research and students exchange. There is
variety of international collaboration. I think the first step may be P2P (person-to-person
collaboration). The second step should be G2G (group to group) collaboration. The third step is
020 (Organization to Organization) collaboration. However, 020 is not enough, I think. The
forth step should be sustainable (or repeated) greater O20 collaboration.
To make sustainable greater 020
collaboration, we will enjoy food, drink and

chat. Let’s have pleasant time.
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