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Abstract

Shinya UMEMOTO* and Hirofumi YAMAGUCHI (*Subtropical Plant Institute, Graduate
School of Agriculture, Kyoto University, Conservation Ecology, Graduate School of
Agriculture and Brological Sciences, Osaka Prefecture University). A Historical
Perspective of the Utilization and Conservation of Imperata and Miscanthus in Agro-forest-
fishery Culture System of Kii-Oshima Island, Wakayama Prefecture, Japan. Sci. Rep. Agric.
& Biol. Sci., Osaka Pref. Univ. 54: 31-35.

A history of the utilization and conservative management of Imperata cylindrica and
Miscanthus sinensts in Kii-oshima Island off the Kii Peninsula of central Japan was
periodically sketched as follows;(1)The Edo to the early Meiji periods: Kii-oshima Island
was famous for a refuge port in the Edo period. In the early Meiji period, water proof
sheets made by I cylindrica were sold by local peoples.(2)The late Meiji to the early 30’s
of the Showa periods: I. cylindrica was commonly used for water proof sheets for fishery
and agriculture, traditional bag for agriculture, small sheets for seaweed drying and ritual
purposes. These products were knitted by a wooden device, “tomashibata.” Stands occupied
by I cylindrica were thoroughly managed in order to supply enough sustainable.(3)The
late 30's of the Showa to the late Showa periods: Popularization of vinyl sheets decreased
the utilization of I. cylindrica. By degeneration of the traditional life of the Island by post-
war wetterization also fell off the ritual uses of 1. cylindrica. At the same time, cultivation
of ill drained paddy rice and rice straw as agricultural materials was rapidly decreased. On
the other hand, floriculture using the warm climate of the Island was initiated and this
invited the lack of rice straw. These situations strongly promoted the development of
natural stands of M. sinensis.(4)The late Showa to the Heisei periods: Citrus cultivation as
well as floriculture needed the more quantity of M. sinensis and the cultivation of M.
sinensis by transplantation became more popular. The utilization of I cylindrica for ritual
purposes was almost diminished.
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