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A note on harvesting of upland rice and “Kyaukto,” a stone
for threshing of grains, in Shan Highlands, Myanmar

Shinya UMEMOTO, Machiko IsHicami and Hirofumi YAMAGUCHT*

(Subtropical Plant Institute, Graduate School of Agriculture, Kyoto University, Kushimoto, Wakayama
649-3632 , Japan, * Laboratory of Conservation Ecology, Graduate School of Agriculture and Biological
Sciences, Osaka Prefecture University, Sakar 599-8531 , Japan)

Abstract
Harvesting of rice with volunteer weeds and threshing for rice grains by Kyaukto, a pillow-like

device, which 1s made of Palaeozoic imestone, were found in the upland rice fields near 12
and 29 km northern to Kalaw, Shan state in Shan Highlands of Myanmar. Rice was frequently
harvested with volunteer weeds and relic millets such as Sefaria italica, and Echinochloa sp.
in the area. The Kyaukto device was used for threshing rice grains by an ethnic minonty,
the Taungyo, belonging hinguistically to the ancient Burmese family. Several female persons
harvested upland rice at the bottom by a small-size sickle to bind and carry rice bundles with
ears to the threshing place (ca. 10 m by 10 m) covered with 16 sheets of bamboo carpets.
On the threshing carpets, nine, young, barefooted male persons had standing positions on the
circle facing to the center, and each man beat the rice bundles on the stone. The stone was
set with two bundles of rice straws ringed compactly in order to keep the stone surface at
an angle of 30 degrees. Rice grains were gathered and the unnecessary parts were removed
skillfully by a bamboo stick. Finally, two female persons winnowed the rice grains and got
rid of dusts and trashes for cleaning.
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